Karnataka Rajyotsava Celebrated in Houston

Houston Kannada Vrinda celebrated Karnataka Rajyotsava at the Sri Meenakshi Temple Kalyanamantapa on Saturday, November 20 th.  It may be remembered that the old Mysore State was consolidated /unified and renamed as Karnataka on November 1,1956. Since then November 1 is celebrated as Karnataka Rajyotsava day by Kannadigas all over the world. This year also marks Kannada Vrinda's 21st anniversary. 

The program began at 6pm with the singing of Kuvempu's song " Elladaru Iru Enthadaru iru ", which has been adopted as the theme song of Kannada Vrinda. Board Member Indrani Parthasarathy welcomed the guests. Ranjan Srinivasan, a youth talent sang the invocation or the Dhyana shloka. 

Prof. Raghavendra Bhatta, visiting from Mysore, spoke at length about Rashtrakavi Kuvempu, since this year marks his 100th birth year. 

The variety entertainment presented had been exclusively prepared and practiced by the enthusiastic members. Colorful Kannada dances, custom choreographed for the occasion by talented member dance teachers Yamuna Srinidhi and Indrani Parthasarathy , were definitely show stealers. Talented young Nikitha once again amazed the audience with her dance for Yello Jogappa. Nitya and Namya as usual brought applause from the audience for their vocal rendition. Young Sammedh and Vikas were the two bold young male dancers who took part in the show. 

The women of Kannada Vrinda, Deepthi, Kokila, Saraswathi, Hema, Deepika and Indrani did a colorful dance number Aadona banni.  Smt. Neela Iyengar, a classical musician mellifluously rendered Dr. DVG’s Anthahpura Geethegalu in her inimitable style. Deepika and Amrutha were perfectly coordinated in delivering the classical dance number Baro krishnayya. Shreya, Aishwarya, Neeraja, Spoorthi, Kavya and Shonali performed a lively dance for Modalu nenedeve at the beginning of the program. 

A special feature of the evening was an orchestra by the Jhenkara group consisting of vocalists Vijaya Murthy, Raghavendra Prabhakar, Ramya Murthy and Suma Manjunath. Bharath Bhimanayak played the guitar and   Ramya Murthy was on the keyboard. They presented a variety of appealing Kannada songs.

Mr. Vatsa Kumar honored the volunteers who taught Kannada to our children last year. The honorees were Dr.Ravi Shivrajpur, Rama Sundaresan, Geetha Rajagopalan, Raviprakash, Suman Bharath and Sri. Raghavendra Bhatta. This year's Kannada classes have already resumed. 

Kannada Vrinda generously donated $10,000 from the Kannada Trust, for the Kannada Bhagavatha project undertaken by Dr. Chandrasekar from St. Louis, who had given a preview of this project in our Yugadi festival in April. 

The evening's program happily ended when Meena Viswanath the vice president, proposed the Vote of Thanks. The grand finale was a sumptuous meal by Udipi café that put smiles on the faces of Kannada Vrinda members.

A 2-mts silence was observed before starting the evening's program, to pay homage to Dr. Raja Ramanna, nuclear scientist from Karnataka, who passed away about a month ago. 

