Reminiscing the first two decades ………………..

It feels as if we started it yesterday. Our Kannada Vrinda completed 20 years of meaningful existence to serve the cultural interests of Kannadigas in the Houston and surrounding areas. WE are very fortunate in that, our founding President Dr. R.N.S. Rao is able to actively participate with us in all our activities. Just a “chat “ with him will recharge your battery and he will make you feel so good about our Kannada Vrinda. 

I cannot help remembering Gayathri Kongovi, Subby Subramanyam, Ramanath and others who spent hours and hours, in drafting, writing and re-writing our Constitution, while we were still forming the organization. Since its adoption in our first General Body meeting in 1983, our Constitution has remained strong and unshakable. With this document in hand, we became unified and what we are known today as the Houston Kannada Vrinda. Dozens of men, women and children put in lot of effort in building our Kannada Vrinda, which we are all enjoying today. No wonder we proudly and affectionately call it OUR Kannada Vrinda. The solid foundation laid by Nalini Jayaram, a two term President, helped us in building Kannada Vrinda from the ground up. We are happy to see that it has blossomed to a wonderful organization, in two decades. 

Along the way, many talented people have joined us and given us their time and talent whole-heartedly. Visiting artists loved to come and perform under our banner, returned, taking with them no more than fond memories and a desire to come back. We cannot thank artists like R.K. Srikantan and poets like Dr. N.S. Lakshminarayana Bhatta, who has carried our banner to fly them in distant lands. The kids that I knew 20 years ago, have now become successful doctors, engineers, Ph.Ds.and attorneys. Quietly, time has passed, leaving behind nothing but sweet memories. 

The successful conduct of the World Millennium Kannada Conference in Houston in 2000, under the able and efficient Chairmanship of Mr. Jayaram Nadig set such a high standard that it is yet to be surpassed. It has drawn the attention of Kannadigas from around the world and moved Houston Kannada Vrinda to a higher plateau.  

Houston Kannada Vrinda has developed excellent working relationship with several Indian and non-Indian organizations to deeply root Kannada and Indian culture in Houston. The recently concluded multicultural event, Sights and Sounds from South India, at the Miller Open Air Theatre in Hermann Park , has opened new doors to Kannada Vrinda in many areas.  

A Board of Directors, consisting of six other very busy and working professionals ably assists me. These directors are very dedicated and committed to the cause of Kannada culture that has been handed down to them. This Board is instrumental in breaking new grounds and seek new dimension to coexistence in a diversified, multi-ethnic and multicultural environment. 

I consider myself very fortunate as I have worked under many Presidents over these two decades, each one helping me in many different areas, to develop my skills. I sincerely thank these Presidents. 

To commemorate and celebrate our 20 Th anniversary, many interesting activities are planned for the rest of the year. Your active participation will be greatly appreciated. 

Before concluding, I would like to commend each and every one of you for your belief and commitment for the cause of Kannada. It makes a big difference to our community.  
