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Sangama :  A Confluence of Art and Culture 

during the Vijayanagara period 

Houston Kannada Vrinda pioneered three seminars in USA.
The arts of India and the continuation of its rich cultural and artistic traditions has been a major attraction in many cities in U.S.A. For Indian Americans in general, and to Kannadigas’ (people of Kannada-language origin) in particular, it is gratifying to see that Kannada Vrinda, a nonprofit cultural organization established in 1983, conceived,developed and delivered this unique seminar with the intent of providing a micro-level understanding of the architecture, sculpture, dance,  society and polity in South India. 

Appropriately titled as ' Sangama', meaning, Confluence of Art and Culture during the Vijayanagara period, three seminars were held this year: the first one in Long Island at the State University of New York at Stony Brook on November 6th, the second one at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston on November 12th and 13th and the last third and last one at the Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles on November 19th and 20 th.  

[image: image1.jpg]



Invited speakers from India, Europe and US, provided an insight into their research work by sharing their findings at these seminars. Using  slideshow, power point presentations and other visual aids, many of the presenters kept the audience glued to their seats. Normally, the research work done by the art historians and architects, is shared in class room environment in universities.Sangama seminars on the other hand, differed from the above practice, by bringing the presenters to museum lecture halls and similar other facilities, where public participation and attendance was the key component. The secondary goal of this endeavor is to comprehend  sangama - confluence of social, cultural and artistic forces and to explore the continuity of the dynamic links which emanated before Vijayanagara and continued over the succeeding generations.  

Mr. Sharat Valluri, a structural engineer living in Houston, painted a 4 ft x 4 ft. water color painting of the one of its kind, Stone Chariot at Sri Vijayavitala Temple, which was unveiled by the Consulate General.  This painting seen above, was adopted as the logo for the seminars. 

The seminar at Stony Brook coordinated by Prof. S.N.Sridhar, was the first one, where Dr. Nagaraja Rao and Dr. Choodamani Nandagopal, visiting professors from Bangalore, India spoke. Joining them , Dr. Nalini Rao from Soka university in California and Prof. S.N.Sridhar from the University of New York at Stony Brook, kept the seminar interesting. Bharatha natyam 

dance which is an integral part of Indian culture, perfomed by Ms. Malini Srinivasan attracted   the audience. 

Dance performance by Padmashree Malavika Sarukkai, an exponent of Bharathanatyam (classical dance) from India,  who presented  a specially choreographed dance program titled  "Temple Dances" on November 6th at the Stafford Center in Stafford, Texas, was the curtain raiser for the Sangama seminar in Houston. Sri. S.M.Gavai, Consul General of India in Houston inaugurated the 2 days seminar, November 12 -13, held at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston. 

Dr. Vidya Dehejia, Professor of Indian and South Asian Art, Columbia University, New York, was the keynote speaker of the day and her subject was The Sensuous and the Sacred: Within Common Boundaries. 

The other presenters in the Houston seminar were:

Dr. Robert Brown, Professor, Art History, University of California at Los Angeles  who spoke on 

" Vijayanagara's Place in the History of South Indian Art." 
Dr. Subhash Kak, Professor of Asian Studies and Cognitive Science.,Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA.  Cosmology and architecture in India.
Prof. S.N. Sridhar, SUNY, Stonybrook Kannada Literature during the Vijayanagara Period

Dr. Gerard Foekema,The Netherlands; World Expert   Temple tourism: the forgotten Caalukya   temples in Northern Karnataka

Dr. M.S.Nagaraja Rao, Retd. Director General, Archaeological Survey of India Recent excavations in the City of Vijayanagara

Dr. Nalini Rao, Professor of World Art, Soka University of America, CA  Ritual Celebration and the Vijayanagara  ‘Imperium’
Dr. Choodamani Nandagopal, Professor, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, Southern Regional Centre, Bangalore, India. Confluence of Religion and Art in Vijayanagara time
Dr. Raju Venguri and Uma Desabhatla. Sri Krishna Deva Raya's contribution to Telugu language
Dr. Amita Sinha, Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign and  Ms. Aparna Raghunathan, Landscape Architect, Dallas,Tx.

Cultural heritage planning of sacred sites in India. A case study of the Rockfort Temple at Tiruchirapalli, S.India

Dr. Indu Parthasarathy, Art Historian, Bangalore, India: A fusion of architectural styles: case study of the Vidyashankara temple at Shringeri, Karnataka
Dr. Swarupa Rao, Art Historian, New York. Classical Indian Dance in Kannada Literature
Virtual tour of Sri Meenakshi Temple, Pearland, Tx., and Sri Swamy Narayan Mandir, Stafford, Tx.  were provided to emphasize that temple building was an ongoing activity in Indian culture. 

Dr. Renu Tamerisa introduced Sri Ashtalakshmi Temple, A new temple blossoming in Houston.
Complementing  the temple presentations, Yamuna Srinidhi  and Indrani Parthasarathy, popular dance teachers in Houston, provided appropriate Indian dances. Solo performance of Yakshagana, performed by Dr. Rajendra Kedlaya was well received. 

At a banquet hosted in the evening of November 12 th, honoring all the presenters, Kannada Vrinda president Mr. Vatsa Kumar felicitated Dr. Nagaraja Rao, invited speaker from India, former Director General of Archaelogical Survey of India. ]

Two new publications, "Sangama", edited by Dr. Nalini Rao, and " 15 Golden examples of Indian architecture " by Dr. Gerard Foekema, were released at the Houston and Los Angeles seminars. These books are offered to the public for buying. 

Dr.Arnold Kaminsky, Professor, Asian and Asian American Studies/History (South Asia, Southeast Asia) and  Director of Yadunandan Center for India Studies. CSULB inaugurated the Sangama seminar in Los Angeles. 

In addition to many of the speakers from Houston, Dr. Deepak Shimkada, Assistant Prof. Religious Studies, Claremont, Ca. Spoke on Basavanna's Social Reform Through Bhakti. 

Dr. Ravi Kalia, The City College of  NY  spoke on Public architecture and religion in Bhubaneswar:   Home to syncratic temple architecture from North and South India. 
Delightful dances in the Bharathanatyam style by Ramya Harishankar, Kuchupudi dances by Swetha Bharadwaj and Yakshagana by Dr.Rajendra Kedlaya and troupe, punctuated the seminar in Los Angeles.  LA County Museum of Arts hosted this session of the seminar. 

Those who attended the seminar felt they got a better understanding of temple building in Indian architecture and could now appreciate Indian temples with a better sense of understanding. 

Kannada Vrinda which designed and delivered these seminars, is planning on bringing many such educational seminars to the art lovers in Houston and other US cities, in the coming years. It may be recalled that Kannada Vrinda also conducted the Hoysala seminar in 2004 in Houston, to discuss the Art forms of the Hoysalas. 

For more information about the seminars you may contact Vatsa Kumar kumar@wcnet.net , phone (979)244-4193 or visit Kannada Vrinda's web site at www.Kannadavrinda.org 
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