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THE STONE CHARIOT AT HAMPI

A watercolor painting by

SHARAT VALLURI
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THEME: This painting portrays the famous monolithic stone chariot at the ruins of Hampi, the great Capital city of the many-splendored Vijayanagara Empire. The painting endeavors to present the viewers with a glimpse of the immortal grandeur of the art and architecture of that glorious era in the history of Indian civilization. 

The painting captures the magnificence of the chariot, the majesty of the elephants drawing it, and the exquisite workmanship of the wheels with effortless immediacy. The view of the chariot, looking from between the two pillars that frame the painting in the foreground, entices the viewer to take that next step --inside and into-- the glorious world of the Vijayanagara Kings. The spatial depth achieved in the painting makes the chariot appear just a step away, waiting to be explored.

The painting is made from an original photograph of the stone chariot in the Vithala Temple Complex, in present day Karnataka, India. 

The painting was specially created to commemorate the inauguration of SANGAMA, a 2-day seminar highlighting the achievements and contributions of the Vijayanagara Empire. The seminar was organized by Kannada Vrinda at the Houston Museum of Fine Arts on the 12th and 13th of November, 2005. 

