Captivating music by top Carnatic musician Sudha Raghunathan.
By Indrani Parthasarathy

Bharatha kala Bhushan Sudha Raghunathan sang to a packed audience on Sunday, 27th April,at the Jones Hall ,St.Thomas University, for more than four hours.This grand concert was brought to Houston, by Bharathi Kalai Manram and Kannada Vrinda. The concert began with a welcome address by BKM’s Vale Subramaniyam. Vatsa Kumar president of Kannada Vrinda introduced the artists of the evening.

Sudha Raghunathan a star Carnatic musician gifted with nightingale’s voice, a charming smile, a quick sense of humor, and a down to earth attitude that enabled her to she became an instant favorite among the audience. Her renditions for the evening consisted of compositions of a variety of composers.
 She opened the concert with the famous Dharu “Maathe”. The main raga of the evening was Shankarabharanam. The Alapanam, neraval and swarakalpana was simply superb. She ended the first half with the rendition of Tyagaraja’s, “ Swararaaga Sudha”. Then Sudha posed a question to the audience whether they wanted lighter numbers or a heavy dose of Raga, Thana, Pallavi (RTP a short form used in carnatic lingo). As she got a mixed response, she chose to do a mixture of RTP and lighter numbers. The music lovers would have missed something if they had not opted out for RTP. The RTP was in Madhayamavathi raga .After the electrifying thanam and ragam she did a beautiful pallavi in the short and difficult khanda chapu, which was sung in Natakuranji, Hamsanandi and Revathi.
She ended with Bharathiyar’s “Chinanchiru”, a kannada devaranaama “Harismarane” and a “Sai Bhajan” in Hindi. The audience wanted more but Sudha had to conclude her concert as she ran out of time. 
 Neyiveli Skanda Subramaniyam on the mridangam, Raman on the mohurising and R.K.Sriramkumar on the violin accompanied Sudha on the concert. The Thani Aavarthanam was interesting with Raman on the morhurising drawing attention from the audience for his special sound effects
