Devotional Music, keynote of Kannada Vrinda’s Purandara Dasa day
                                                           By Indrani Parthasarathy

Over eighty talented youngsters and adults sang from their hearts to pay tribute to the “Sangeetha Pitamaha” on 1st of March, 2003 at the Meenakshi Temple auditorium, to celebrate the birth of Saint Purandaradasa. The function conducted by Houston Kannada Vrinda was well planned, presented and anchored by the versatile president Mr. Vatsa Kumar.

The morning sessions began at 10am, after the pooja. Students of Carnatic music rendered compositions of the saint under the guidance of their teachers. The afternoon students of Bharathanatyam presenting well-choreographed dance compositions based on songs of Dasa & his contemporaries. The children’s orchestra was a show stealer. Trained by Dr. Bhuvana Krishnan, the children played Dasa compositions on their instruments harmoniously, without any flaw.

Mr. Subby of Kannada Vrinda introduced Pundit Keshava Ginde, a visiting flutist from India. Pundit Keshava Ginde delighted the audience with his expert repertoire on a 42” long flute. Mr. Vittala Ramamurthy, a visiting musician from India moved the audience by his eloquent rendering of the Devaranamas.

On this eve, Pandit Keshava Ginde & Mr. Vittal Ramamurthy were felicitated by Kannada Vrinda. Another highlight of the evening was the group from Austin who presented special Devi Kriti’s, devoted to goddesses.
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