Message from the President

Greetings !!!  Let us welcome 2004 with great enthusiasm and hope this year brings many good things to Kannadigas around the World. Many internet news papers are bringing  news from Karnataka in to our homes and are also doing a wonderful job of reporting the activities of Kannada Kootas around the world.  NRI Kannadigas Shri. B. V. Jagadish,  Kumar Malavalli  and Sydney Kannada Koota received Rajyotsava Awards. Congratulations to these recipients. 

WE celebrated our Vrinda's 20 th anniversary in November and continue our journey now, towards the Silver Jubilee celebrations. Over the years, Kannadigas have supported and encouraged us in many ways. Kannda Vrinda gracefully acknowledges their timely support.  It is now time to renew your 2004 membership. If you have not yet done so, one of our committee members will be sending a friendly reminder. WE need your support to continue our journey. 

Several  artists from Karnataka have shown interest to come to Houston and perform under the banner of our Vrinda. The Cultural Arts Council of Houston Harris County has once again stepped up its grant allocation to us for the year 2004. Due to various reasons, Kannada Vrinda has not been very successful in attracting its members to many of the CACHH funded activities conducted over the past 3 years. Hopefully that trend will change this year and we will be able to invite some of the artists to come to Houston. Due to the terms of the grant, all the CACHH funded activities have to be held within Harris County and open to the public. 

Once again Kannada Vrinda is presenting a colorful show at the Miller Theatre on Saturday, April 24 th. The program starts at 8:00 p.m. This is our second year of performing at the prestigious Miller Theatre. Yugadi celebrations have been slated for April 20 th. Please mark your calendar with these dates. Many new Kannada families have moved in to Houston area and we encourage them to become members of our Vrinda,  make new friends.  Kannada classes are going on well. Thanks to the efforts of teachers  Ms. Rama  Sundaresan and 

Ms. Geetha Rajagopalan. Sri Meenakshi Temple Society has provided spacious class room in the new Youth Center which was inaugurated in October 2003. 

Sri Purandaradasara Aradhane will be celebrated on February 21 St. at the Meenakshi Temple Kalyana mantapa. This is an all day program starting at 10:00 a.m. We are also planning on our annual picnic and kite flying day some time in March, if the weather cooperates.  Perhaps you may already be aware that India Cultural Center of Houston has made tremendous program in installing a Gandhi statue at the Hermann Park and the ground breaking ceremony took place during last October. This will be a pride project for the entire Indian community. 

I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy New Year in 2004. 

Sincerely 

Vatsa Kumar 

President 

January 20,2004

