A tribute to the Sangeetha Pitamaha
By Indrani Parthasarathy, Katy, Texas 

Devotional music reverberated in the hearts of devotees and music lovers attending the annual Purandaradasa day hosted by Houston Kannada Vrinda on the 21st of February at the Meenakshi Temple auditorium. More than eighty adults and kids took part in paying tribute to the immortal poet Saint Purandaradasa.

Saint Purandaradasa also known as Sangeeta Pitamaha(Father of Music) laid the firm foundation for Karnatic Music. He formulated graded music lessons in the form of Varises, Alankaras, Geethas and Thana Varnas which provides excellent foundation to classical music students. His eternal songs are predominantly devotional in character. He has visualized the entire Gokula and written songs depicting Lord Krishna’s antics and his relationship with the Vraja dwellers. His songs, even now are a part of the daily rituals of Vaishnava families in Karnataka.

A magnificent portrait of this great Haridasa adorned the stage of the Meenakshi temple auditorium. The president of Kannada Vrinda Sri Vatsa Kumar, a violinist himself was the anchor for the program.  The day began with the Aarathi by the Temple bhattar and Pillari geeta rendition by children. Students of  Anuradha Subramanyam, Asha Bhaktavatsalam, Chitra Dharmarajan, Usha Narasimhan, and Vittal Ramamurthy expertly sang under their teacher’s guidance. The teachers later performed their solos. 

The wonderful ballads and songs about Krishna make Purandara Dasa’s compositions an excellent choice for performing them as Padhams in Bharathanatyam. With plenty of scope for story depiction, his compositions provide ample scope for histrionics. The afternoon session began with dances by Ms.Sapna Bhatt, an artist visiting  from Dallas. Sapna is a student of Gurus Savitha & U.K. Arun of Bangalore. Her solo repertoire of three dances was predominant in abhinaya and she effectively elaborated on different aspects of Srimad Bhagavatha through Purnadara Dasa’s kritis. Students of Indrani Parthasarathy and Yamuna Srinidhi presented attractively choreographed dances to various compositions of the saint.

Sri Raghavendra Bhatta , currently visiting Houston  from Mysore, enlightened the audience on “The Life and works of Haridasas.”  The highlight of the day was the rendition of a dasa kriti on the bassoon, which is an entirely Western instrument. Young Hamsini Vishwanath played " thamboori meetidava " on this instrument with great ease. Later several adults comprising of musicians, teachers and music lovers rendered Purandara dasa Krits as solos and in groups enthusiastically.

This program jointly organized by Houston Kannada Vrinda and Sri Meenakshi Temple Society, has steadily grown over the years and has become a very popular event for the performers as well as the listeners in the greater Houston metropolitan area. 

