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Kannada Vrinda honors the Bansuri maestro Pandit Keshav Ginde

Kannada Vrinda celebrated the Purandara Dasa Day, March 01, 2003; a tradition the Vrinda has kept up for close to 20 years. Over the years, this day has been providing a great forum for the beginners as well as the professionals to render vocal and instrumental music, dance, ballet and folk, all using the centuries’-old Kannada compositions of the various Haridasas’ of Karnataka. 

Kannada Vrinda marked this year’s occasion by honoring Pandit Keshava Ginde, the Bansuri Maestro from India, who initiated the formal portion of the concert. Pandit Ginde was born in Belgaum, Karnataka, and has contributed to the field of North Indian (Hindustani) music for the last 40 years.

The richness of the resonance of Bansuri, using the Carnatic ragas as a special gesture for the audience, with the melodic violin-notes by Vatsa Kumar, and musical beats on the Tabla by Master Govinda Shetty, was a special treat for all the students of music and the audience in general. Pandit Ginde’s mastery extends to both the Gayaki style and the Beenkari or the Tantkari style of playing the Indian Bansuri. The website www.keshavvenu.com offers a detailed look of the Man and his mission. 

Pt. Ginde, who lives in Pune, India, is an innovator; he has designed the 42-inch, 12-hole, Bansuri, named  “Keshav Venu.” This design provides an octave range of more than 3.5 as compared to the 2-2.5 range for the traditional flutes and Bansuri’. Pandit Ginde’s unique design has been entered in the 1998 Limca book of records, in India, and also finds a place in the national archives of the Sangeet Natak Academy, Delhi.

Pt. Ginde is also the founder of “Amulya Jyoti,” an endowment in memory of his Guru, the legendary Pt. Pannalal Ghosh and his disciples  Pt. Murudeshwar and Pt. Haripad Chaudhary. This endowment in Pune, through the direction of Pt. Ginde, provides tutoring in Bansuri for students from all over the world in a “Vidya-Peeth” environment. With a far-reaching conviction, Pt. Ginde has made sure that all students are taught free of any fees.  He has founded Pt. Pannalal Ghosh Smruti Samaroha to provide a forum to introduce renowned national musicians and prospective flutists to Pune. 

