HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

Spotlighting India

DATES / TIME:
April 23-24 and April 30-May 1, 2005  / 11 am – 8 pm
LOCATION:
Houston, TX – Downtown / 16 Acres
ATTENDANCE:
Projected 150,000 visitors
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MEDIA:

Over $2,500,000 generated in media coverage




More than 2,000 pre-produced spots air over a 3-4 week campaign

DEMOGRAPHICS:
42.1% Anglo; 32.9% Hispanic; 18.5% African-American; 5.1% Asian




49% income > $ 50K; 54% college graduates; Avg Age is 38; 

51% F/49%M

MUSIC, DANCE 
Multiple cultural zones include the Texas-Latin Zone, African-Caribbean 

AND ATTRACTIONS: Zone, International-Kids Zone, and the Incredible India! Zone. Music includes Rock ‘n Roll, Blues, Zydeco, World Beat, Austin Rock, Reggae, Latin, Salsa & more. International dance and chefs demos are included on multiple stages while numerous promotions and exhibits dot the grounds of the Houston International Festival. New for 2005, will be the addition of an “unplugged” presentation of performers featuring singer / songwriters from around Texas against the backdrop of the Heritage Society’s historical buildings located in Sam Houston Park.
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INTERNATIONAL
Renowned Juried Arts Avenue and handmade arts and crafts from all 

MARKETS:

over the world including the U.S. are featured in the Central American, African, Indian, Latin, Bayou, International & Gypsy Markets.  The markets form a bazaar with hundreds of shops.

INTERNATIONAL
The Festival brings together flavors from around the world featuring 

FOOD:


international cuisine such as Thai, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese, Mexican, Italian, Creole, Cajun, South American, Southwestern, Continental and more.
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            HIGHLIGHTS:
Incredible India! Zone will be the highlight of the 2005 Houston International Festival anchored by two stages including Center Stage, featuring unique performances from India against a rich set design representing the culture of India. The Village will provide a cultural journey of food, visual arts, music and entertainment with a number of interactive exhibits and attractions including Reflections of India featuring an outdoor photo exhibit, a Sand Art Exhibit depicting the Taj Mahal, and the H-E-B Cultural Stage featuring the Fashions of India, Dance of India and the Cuisines of India. Four Gates featuring the architecture representative of the North, South, East and West India will provide an impressive entry into the area.  Interactive exhibits will present the rich culture of India including: Arts & Crafts of India, Beat of India, Religions of India, Lifestyles of India, Sports of India, Literature of India, and Taste of India.

Kannada Vrinda's participation at the Houston International Festival.

Organization : 

Since the Houston International Festival is going to be a very large event which needs the time and talent of many individuals, the Board of Directors of Kannada Vrinda suggested that this event to be handled as a special project under the care and control of Kannada Vrinda.  All the finances, income and expenses will go through Kannada Vrinda's treasurer Mr. Vishwanath Gopalan.  At the end of the event, the entire accounts of this event will become a part of Kannada Vrinda. 

Sponsor: This event is a special project of Kannada Vrinda and Kumar is the sponsor of this event. For more information please contact kumar at kumar@kanadaonline.com.

Director: The Houston International Festival runs over 2 weekends in April. Kannada Vrinda will be participating in many activities at the festival. To effeciently manage this event, Mrs. Geetha Rama Rau, is the chosen Director of the entire event. Geetha can be contacted at rrau@pdq.net. Mr. Raghu  and Mrs. Leela Chkravarthy will be assisting Mrs. Geetha in all matters relating to the Houston International Festival. 

Working committees: 

The scope of work and the vastness of the project is very large. To be able to handle this project in a very timely manner and showcase Karnataka in its best form, many working committees have been formed. These committees handle the assigned work from start to completion. 

The committees are as follows: 

1. Cultural Stage: Yamuna Srinidhi 

2. Fashions of India: Gayathri Kongovi 

3. Interactive Exhibits:  Madhu Sulladhmath

4. Literature of India: Chidananda Rangaswamy

5. Sports of India:  Vinay  Keerthi 

6. Life Styles of India: Silent partner 

7. Beats of India: Housed in the A day in the life of Karnataka booth 

8. A day in the life of Karnataka: Dr. Mangala Prasad 

9. Kids activities: Savitha Jagannatha Rao 

10. Dasara Parade: Geetha Rama Rau 

11.    Fund Raising: B.S. Shridhar 

12. Graphic design and CAD support: Vasu Aithala 

13. Publicity and Promotion: Dr. Prasanna Murthy

14. Visual aids and support: Mukund Hukeri 

15. Volunteers development: Nataraj Kallur 

Areas in which we need help: 

Need volunteers as photographers, videographers, demonstrators in the booths, dispatchers, telephone operators and receptionists. Please pick out an area that would appeal to you most and then call Geetha Rama Rau. 

How can you help?
You can really help in many ways. You can volunteer your time to work with any of the subcommittees that are listed above. You can spread the word around, host a meeting, make phone calls, bring in families, host out of town guests and the list goes on and on. 

Why should you get involved? 

This is a very good question. As Indians, we need to spread the word about India, the largest democracy in the world. As a Kannadiga coming from the State of Karnataka, you should feel proud to promote Karnataka. So, it is very important that you are a part of this effort. 

Who do we contact now? 

Please contact Geetha Rama Rau rrau@pdq.net or Vatsa kumar kumar@kannadaonline.com 







