Feedback from the Hoysala 2004 seminar attendees

I found the speakers an topics at Saturday's seminar very interesting and informative. I also enjoyed the opportunity of meeting and visiting with Mr. & Mrs. Sridhar at the dinner. Surprisingly, we had some common topics as they both attended University of Illinois at Urbana and I had several friends there on the faculty that I knew from by time on the faculty at University of Michigan. 

I salute you on the well-organized seminar and the outstanding speakers that you provided from around the country. 

Joseph R. Wilson

Director of Grants & Services

Cultural Arts Council of Houston & Harris County

Please accept my heartiest congratulations on a very successful Hoysala 
Presentation. Everyone worked together as a great team coordinating and 
delegating tasks, checks and balances and coming to each other's aid, when 
help was needed. I must say that I really enjoyed working on this project 
with you all.  The fruits of this project was clearly visible in the eyes of 
the attendees, guests and presenters.

Mukund Hukeri 

Houston 


I regret not being available but hope the 2004 Hoysala seminar events were a huge success. 

Peter Jacoby 

Peter Jacoby 

Music Director, Moores Opera Center 

Artistic Director, OrchestraX 

Thank you so much for your hard work and good intentions to bring people together. It was indeed the most well-organized kannada event. I enjoyed it very much.

Bana Ramanath 

Natya Anjali 

San Antonio, Texas 

Congratulations to the Board of Kannada Vrinda on a job well done. The Hoysala seminar was a big success. You brought to life the Hoysala culture and architecture to the Kannadigas of Houston and the local community. A smiling Vishwanath's untiring trips to the airports, Vishwanath Gopalan's quick response to checks and the green bucks, Urmila's artistic presentation at the banquet and on the stage, Bharath's calm and cool approach to the audio and video requests of the speakers, Subbi's articulate and effective presentation as an emcee, and the infectious enthusiasm of the other board members, Meena, Venkatesh and Indrani at the registration desk and the hard working, smiling, friendly adult and youth volunteers made a lasting impression on us. Proclamation from the Mayor and MFA affiliation are an achievement indeed! We are very proud of you. Kudos to all of you and all the volunteers. Keep up the good work. We will continue to be your cheer leaders. 

Gayathri and Raghavendra Kongovi 

Houston, Texas 

I was more than happy to have been a part of this weekends seminar. Kevin (my husband) was very interested and enjoyed the lecture by Prof. S.N.Sridhar and Dr. Foekema. We both enjoyed the company at the banquet.


We felt very welcome. I am pleased that my intentions in creating the Indian Dancer were appriecated by everyone. 

I was very touched by the plaque and wonderful book by Dr. Foekema. I hope that one day I can visit and see the beauty of the temples myself. 

Alexis McCarthy 

Director, Beaumont Art League 

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to be a presenter at the seminar. The seminar was an eye opener for me in several ways. I learnt a lot of things, met new people and enjoyed the intellectual exchange.

Indrani Parthasarathy 

Katy, Texas 

I can not put in words our appreciation and gratitude to you and your
wonderful team of volunteers for putting up such an excellent program last
weekend. Suffice it to say it made us proud. As I said in my talk, it is
exactly the kind of classy, substantive, and informative program that we
need to do and the way you did it, at a mainstream location, in
collaboration with mainstream institutions is the right model for other
cultural organizations to follow.

S.N. Sridhar
Professor of Linguistics and India Studies
Chair, Department of Asian and Asian American Studies
Stony Brook University

I want to add my thanks for inviting me to this "feast for the eyes and mind" conference. I thoroughly enjoyed the presentations, the dance-demonstrations, and your wonderful hospitality. It gave me a great opportunity to practice my Kannada with everyone there. You have accomplished something really great, and deserve our congratulations and gratitude. 

Dr. Kamal Sridhar
Stony Brook University


Hoysala program was very good. I enjoyed even if I got to stay only for a few hours. Credit goes to all the volunteers. 

Suman Keerthi 

Clearlake, Texas 

It can be very proudly stated that the mainstream audience was really impressed by the seminar in general. At least, some of our own Indian friends have felt the desire to include a visit to Hoysala site in their next itinerary. 

To crown all these achievements, the Mayor of Houston declared 6th November as HOYSALA DAY !!! Should not we as Kannadigas feel immensely happy to celebrate this as a tribute to our heritage and legacy though living far, far away from it physically ? Have not the Hoysalas made us feel elated and overjoyed as their true successors inspite of Laloos and their gang plundering the present day India all in the name of secularism, socialism and what have you !!! OM TATSAT !!! !!! 

Prof. Raghavendra Bhatta  ( retd. )

Clearlake, Texas 

Meera and I enjoyed our visit to Houston thoroughly. The Conference was flawless. My congratulations to you and all the people who worked hard to make it happen. I talked to Margaret Mims and her husband during dinner. They were very eager to hear about the palm leaf manuscript. 

Professor H.R. Chandrasekhar
Chair and Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Physics

University of Missouri-Columbia
Columbia, MO 65211


I am on a ten week tour og USA, UK and France and it was a sheer delight
to attend the Hoysala conference. I leatnt a lot and my heartiest  congratulations for such a wondreful conference and opening our eyes to the wealth and beauty of Hoysala Temples. 

Padma Shree Dr. Sunil Kothari 

Visiting Houston 

Congratulations. It was a very impressive conference on Hoysala Art and Architecture ! The speakers were first rate and the dance performances were wonderful.  The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and the Houston community greatly benefited from the educational  program you have organized. 

We look forward to working with you in the near future. 

Christine D. Starkman 

Curator, Asian Art 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 

Dr. Charles Hebert , Associate Vice Chancellor, Houston Community College, has sent his greetings and a wonderful card to Kannada Vrinda. 

It was a wonderful Hoysala conference in Houston last weekend. I congratulate all the members of Kannada Vrinda of Houston in hosting such a magnificent workshop in the Fine Arts museum of Houston. Thank you for introducing an extraordinary person 

Dr. Gerard Foekema from Netherlands to the Kannadigas and other art lovers of Houston. My great appreciation to all of you at the Kannada Vrinda. 

Dr. H.N.Kumara 

San Antonio,Texas 

Kannada Vrinda graciously acknowledges the above messages and is very thankful to all those men and women who remembered to let us know what they felt about the Hoysala 2004 Seminar. 

