Dr. Gerard Foekema, a man with a passion for Architecture.

I had the opportunity to interview Dr. Foekema briefly, during the wine and cheese event on day 1 of the seminar. The 6' 2" tall, gentleman dressed in a yellow shirt and red tie was not only interesting to talk to but was found to be a great fiend. 

Due to time constraint, the interview had to be cut short.  I thank Dr. Foekema for the courtesy he extended to me, during the interview. 
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Here is my interview with Dr. Foekema.

Indrani: Good afternoon, Dr.Foekema, I hope you are enjoying your trip to Houston. 

Dr.Foekema: Yes most certainly. I feel Houston is more Americanized than any other city I have visited.

Indrani: What triggered your interest in the Karnataka temples?

Dr.Foekema: Well, back in 1979 I visited India as a tourist. I went around on a non-stop tour for 8 weeks.

I was initially interested in photographing monuments which eventually let me to study architecture. Otherwise, I have a totally Math and Science background. I found the monuments in Karnataka especially beautiful and interesting. I have studied both Islamic monuments and the Hindu temples but found the Hindu architecture in Karnataka very intriguing.

Indrani: How long did it take for you to visit all the temples?

Dr.Foekema: Well I spent 10-12 years traveling back and forth to Karnataka.

Indrani: How did you locate all the temples?

Dr.Foekema: I got hold of a report of all the temples and the city locations in a Princely States publication.

Indrani: Have you visited other countries and have the architecture there interested you?

Dr.Foekema: Yes I have visited Cambodia, Indonesia and Iran. I have studied the Islamic architecture there.

Indrani: Besides your exhaustive study of Hoysala temples which other temples have you researched?
Dr.Foekema:  Of course the Chalukya Temples.

Indrani: I heard that you really spent nights in those temples. How was your experience traveling to the different villages?

Dr.Foekema: Yes I really did that once. But it was not very comfortable. But I had no trouble getting to the cities because of the buses. But now of course, I use taxis for my travel. I always used to return to the bigger cities for my night stay.

Indrani: If I may ask, what is the project you are working on at present?

Dr.Foekema: Sure. I am working on the Maharashtrian temple architecture.

Indrani: Do you like to add anything more to what you have told us during the seminar and to the readers?

Dr.Foekema: I just want to say that I too like beauty, like many other speakers at the seminar said, but, I see it in the architecture of the temple!!

