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                                          23rd Purandara Dasa Aradhana

                                                             by Kalyani Giri



Houston - Venerated as the apostle of Carnatic music, the music system of South India, the saint poet Purandara Dasa (1480 - 1564) is believed to be an avatar of Sage Narada. Born in Karnataka during the reign of the Vijayanagar emperor Krishnadeva Raya, Purandara Dasa’s life as a savant was founded on a mystical spiritual epiphany that changed him from an infamous miser to a renunciate steeped in worship of his beloved Lord Hari. His pioneering work at melding the rich Dravidian and Aryan musical paths resulted in a modern new highly stylized traditional hybrid heralding the birth of the Carnatic music system. He also intuitively understood that out of a mindboggling 72 major melody scales, the 15th raga called Mayamaalava Gowla would best suit a student beginning the study of this complicated musical discipline. He also systemized the early basic music lessons.

Transcending centuries, Purandara Dasa’s immortal words once more rung bell-like when the organization Kannada Vrinda hosted the 23rd Annual Sri Purandara Dasara Aradhana at the Sri Meenakshi Temple Society (MTS) Kalyana Mandapam on Saturday, February 11. The all-day event that drew a constant stream of gatherees, began fittingly with performances by young students of music, and later, by local senior artistes and teachers. In an educative lecture, author and scholar Vellore Sundar touched on the life of the saint poet and described the depth of thought that inspired Purandara Dasa’s songs. In a brief departure from the Carnatic style, Jamuna Murali employed the Hindustani classical vehicle to showcase not only Puranadara Dasa’s compositions, but also songs written by the saint’s own guru, Vyasa Raya. A compelling performance was given by students of eminent vocalist Anuradha Subramaniam, a worthy assurance that the future of Carnatic music is secure in this city. Other highly-regarded artistes 
performing at the event included Neela Chakravarthy, Mani Sastry, Ram Ganeshan, Indrani 
Parthasarathy, Yamuna Srinidhi, Asha Bhaktavatsalam, and Geetha Krishnamurthy, to name but a few. 

 It is believed that Purandara Dasa wrote around 475, 000 songs in the Kannada and Sanskrit languages. The poems are appended with the name Purandara Vittala, bestowed by his guru Vyasa Raya. His poetry reflected his personal philosophy as he lived it, emphasizing the virtues of leading a pious life, free of a material existence. His works, invaluable for their impact on social reform, were written in simple language designed to reach the common man. 


“Purandara Dasa’s compositions are philosophical, practical, and devotional. If we inculcate his message in our lives, it will take us on the path to salvation. Our outlook changes and we become better citizens, which is good for the community and the country,” said President of Kannada Vrinda, Vatsa Kumar. He cited the analogy used by the poet in comparing life to a fragile water bubble. “Purandara Dasa lived for the day, because he knew that this life held no 
guarantees of a tomorrow.”

Kannada Vrinda hosts the Ugadi celebration with a Kannada drama at the Meenakshi Temple  

on April 8, at 6.00 p.m. For more information, please visit Kannada Vrinda's web site www.kannadavrinda.org. 


